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ttv TTTK CLAIMS : *{« 

,. (Currently amended) A folding-type minor device for a vehicle, the tni^r device 

comprising: .j 
a support shaft including a base portion; -\ 
a case installed on the support shaft, the case mcluding a support portionjavrng an 

annular wall disposed around an outer periphery of the base portion of the * 

bottomportionhayi^^ 

andaplumlltyofreinforcingribs integrally connecting an outer surface o^eW* 

^g^^wimftea^ ^ 

^Zing ribs radially extend from said .^^^^^^^ 
distance substantially greater than a thickness of said annular wall; and « 

a mirror unit attached to me case and swingable around the support sha£ by rotate 
of the support portion around the support shaft, for positioning at positions indjuhng a 
viewine position and a folded position^^and • » 

1,. ^ for swinfr ^ff the case and TnirrW unit-. 



2 (Original) The mirror device of claim 1. further comprising abase wlflch is 
tnountable to a vehicle body and from which the support shaft stands. 

3, (Cancelled) 

4 (Original) Tne mirror device of claim 1 . further comprising a 

for holding the case and me mirror unit at either ofthe viewing position and ^e folded 

position. 

i' 

5. (Cancelled) 
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6. (Original) The mirror device of claim 1, wherein the mirror device is manually 
swingable, 

7. (Withdrawn) An electrically powered folding mirror device for a vehicle, the mirror 

device comprising: 

a support shaft including a base portion; 

a case installed on the support shaft, the case including a fitting portion c. sposed 
around an outer periphery of the base portion of the support shaft 

a mirror unit attached to the case and swingable around the support shaft, by rotation 
of the fitting portion around the support shaft, for positioning at positions induct ng a viewing 
position and a folded position; 

a motor base attached inside the case; 

an electric motor mounted to the motor base and including a motor outpi ,t shaft which 

penetrates the motor base; and 

a transmission mechanism provided inside the case, operationally conn,, .ted to the 
motor oumut shaft, and including a worm gear connected with the motor outpu. shaft so as to 
be movable in an axial direction of the motor output shaft but not rotatable rele! ive to the 
motor output shaft, the transmission mechanism acting to swing the case and n. rror unit 
when the motor is operated. 

8. (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 7, further comprising abase -« hich is 
mountable to a vehicle body and from which the support shaft stands. 

9 (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 7, wherein the case includes , n inner bottom 
portion rotatably supporting alower end portion ofthe worm gear, and an upp =r end poruon 
of the worm gear is rotatably supported by the motor base. 

10. (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 7, further comprising a strut, ure for 
blocking rotation of the motor base withrespect to the case. 
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11. (Withdrawn) Tie mirror device of claim 10, wherein the structure forbU.Jdng 
rotation includes at least one of: a combination of fitting holes provided in the ca,e and 
corresponding control portions provided at the motor base; and a combination oi ' .locking 
holes provided in the case and corresponding blocking projections provided at motor 
base. 

12 (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 7, wherein the transmission m» hanism 
includes aheUcal gear rotatably supported inside the case, and the helical gear n.eshes with 
the worm gear. 

B. (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 7, wherein the transmission m.chanism 
includes a ring gear fixed to an outer peripheral surface of the support shaft. 

14. (Withdrawn) Afolmngimrrordeviccforavehicle.themirrordevlceojmprising: 
a stand; 

a support shaft extending from the stand and including a base portion; 
a case installed on ihe support shaft, the case including a fitting portion lisposed 
around an outer periphery of the base portion of the support shaft; 

a mirror unit attached to the case, and swingable around the support shi it, by rotation 
of the fitting portion around the support shaft, for positioning at positions inch, ling a viewing 
position and a folded position; and 

a positioning mechanism at an interface of the stand and the case, the p ,sitioning 
mechanism including a plurality of convexities formed at the case and a pluraJJ ty of 
concavities formed at the stand, the convexities being insertable into the cone, ritiea, and 
each convexity and each concavity including one end portion and another end wrtion, 

wherein the one end portions of the convexities are surface-contacting! / engageable 
with the one end portions of the concavities for holding the case and the mirr,, • unit at one of 
the viewing position and the folded position, and the another end portions of 1 * convexities 
are surface-contactingly engageable with the another end 
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portions of the concavities for holding the case and the mirror unit at the other of he viewing 
position and the folded position. 

15. (Withdrawn) Hie minor device of claim 14, fiirtl)«c<>mprisingabase^iichis 
mountable to a vehicle body and which includes the stand. 

16. (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 14, wherein the convexities an,i concavities 
are uniformly spaced along peripheral directions of a plurality of concentric circl es having 
different diameters, the center of the concentric circles being disposed a the axis, of the 
support shaft. 

17. (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 14, wherein the one end portiens and the 
another end portions substantially correspond to portions of helical surfaces wh. se central 
axes substantially coincide with the axis of the support shaft. 

18. (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 14, further comprising an eleo cic motor and . 
a transmission mechanism, the motor being disposed m the case and including t motor output 
shaft, the transmission mechanism being disposed in the case and operationally connected to 
the motor output shaft for acting to swing the case and the mirror unit when flu motor is 
operated. 

19. (Withdrawn) A folding mirror device for a vehicle, the mirror device uprising: 
a stand which is mountable to a vehicle body; 

a support shaft projecting from the stand and including abase portion; 

a case installed on the support shaft, the case including a fitting portion disposed 
around an outer periphery of the base portion of the support shaft; 

a mirror unit attached to the case, and swingable around the support si. A, by rotation 
of the fitting portion around the support shaft, for positioning at positions tad. ding a view 
position and a folded position; 

an electric motor disposed in the case and including a motor output sb ft; and 

a transmission mechanism provided inside the case and operationally . onnected to the 
motor output shaft for acting to swing the mirror and case unit when the moto : is operated, 
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the transmission mechanism including a gear plate rotatably mounted to the 
support shaft and including a clutch plate fixed to the support shaft, the clutch pl#e being 
capable of blocking relative rotation of the support shaft and the gear plate and cipable of 
allowing relative rotation of Hie support shaft and the gear plate, 

wherein one of the gear plate and the clutch plate includes insertion convenes and 
the other includes insertion concavities into which the insertion convexities are airface- 
contactingly finable for the blocking of relative rotation. 

20. • (Withdrawn) The mirror device of claim 19, wherein the insertion convexities 
and insertion concavities each include at least one contact surface, the contact surfaces 
substantially corresponding to portions of predetermined helical surface whose central axes 
substantially coincide with the axis of the support shaft. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently amended) Th ft mirror device of claim 1, Claim 1, *l*rcin aaid 
o qjc included a lu jc wall opp oj in from paid sup p ort portion, u nd ul least o n n n f mid 

iLi i ifordnc rib j i i ini sg»H y - " « *> ™i d wn » wW ™ SRi d ^ m ^m^m^k 

aa uEper *urfac» pfsajd bottom w all and a gear Q p eratively connected to an ou fgutofgaM 
electric motor. 

23. (Currently amended) Wmr device of claim 1. Claim ^ wfkein aLUf 
lni ,^-.^ „f^t a nti a llvthe S ^ ^h i .W S . and all of said ribs are spaced substantially 
uniformly around said support portion with respect to oqc pother , 

24. (Currently amended) r irmr device defined in claim > , Clttm h wherein 
said support portion and said base portion are substantially annular, and concentric with 
respect to one another, and the radial extent of said base portion is larger than' he radial 
extent of said support portion, and wherein said reinforcing ribs radially extet.4 from said 
support portion to said base portion,, wn^in of gad ribs has a same thij^along 
g^d T«di a 1 extent, ™d all of «aid ri*« W« substantially the same thickness. 
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25. (Currently amended) A folding-type mirror device for a vehicle, 1! « mirror 

device comprising: 

a support shaft including a base portion; 

a case installed on the support shaft, the case including a support ;? ortion 
wm pim annular waU disposed around an outer periphery of the base portion of te support 
shaft, abottom portion radially spaced apart from the support portion, and a pluil lity of 
reinforcing ribs which are disposed in the case for integrally connecting an outer surface of 
the annular wall of the support portion with the bottom portion wherein sajdlB ll ' o rrin g rifeg 
rarMlY. 6om nortion a djsjance substantially ^ater than , a j 

said annular wall ; «b4 

a mirror unit attached to the case and swingable around the suppu ct shaft, by 
rotation of the support portion around the support shaft, for positioning at positi, ns including 
viewing a position and a folded position, and 

a motor base including an elect s mntor for swinging the case and rnirr,; jumL 
*to*r*in said rib* »™"v extend pfflgllgj to said support ?haft between^ upnei 
surface o£a Hnttnm wall ojsjud suqad P"*^ and a gear operative^ connect; Itoaao^ 
»f P«H riaetric motor. 
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